
freestyle calligraphy
with

things you’re going to need:

things that are nice to have, but not essential:

a waterbrush

more paint/ink

nicer paper

masking fluid

I often get asked for my recommendations on what tools to buy to get started with freestyle calligraphy. 
This checklist gives you all the info you need to get yourself equipped with all of my favourite tools - but 
as well as that, it’s the shopping list for my course! 

a Pentel Fude Touch Sign Pen
These come in 12 different colours. You really only need one to start with, although I certainly wont 
discourage you from buying more, and having a spare might be a good idea. 

You can buy them from all sorts of places online like www.pentel.com, www.jetpens.com, 
www.cultpens.com and www.amazon.com. 

If you’re in Australia like me, check out www.officeworks.com.au.

a paintbrush or two
My preference is for a size 2 round watercolour brush. 

Again, you can find these online or at your local art store. The brand doesn’t really matter, and in the 
beginning even something from your local bargain store will work, but if you’re happy to spend a little 
more, my favourite brands at the moment are Winsor and Newton Cotman 111 and Neef 970.

If you’re in Australia, I buy mine from www.eckersleys.com.au and www.oxlades.com.au.

some paint/ink
To start with, find some black ink. Either Art Spectrum Pigmented Ink (if you’re in Australia), or 
Speedball Super Black India Ink. 

If you want to start playing with colours I recommend Ecoline Liquid Watercolours, or just grab a 
watercolour palette set - any brand will do, I use the one I bought for my kids from a local department 
store.

paper
You’re going to need at least 1 ream of regular printer paper. Better to buy good quality here. And if 
you’re going to experiment with watercolour, grab yourself some watercolour paper from the art shop 
while you’re getting brushes.

tools to get you started:

and remember, have fun, embrace perfection and trust the process!


